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The Premier Astronomy Center in lowa...

Thank you for your interest in astronomy and
the Cedar Amateur Astronomers. The
CAA was founded in 1979 as the Cedar Valley
Astronomers and in 1981 was incorporated
as a nonprofit organization and renamed the
Cedar Amateur Astronomers, Inc.

In 1987, in cooperation with the Linn
County Conservation Department,
the CAA broke ground at Palisades-Dows
Preserve for outdoor concrete observing pads,
walkways and a parking lot. The first building,
with a 16-foot dome, was completed in 1991
followed in 1997 by a second building featur-
ing a roll-off roof.

In 2008, the CAA and the Linn County
Conservation Department completed work
on the Eastern lowa Observatory and
Learning Center (EIOLC). The 4,600

square-foot Learning Center contains a
classroom, large presentation room, catering
kitchen, bathrooms, exhibit areas, and two
attached domed observatory buildings. The
CAA currently has more than 120 members.

Visitors are welcome to attend the free
Public Observing Nights hosted by CAA
members. In addi- -
tion, many requests Nighf Sky N&fwork
for arranged pro- ;
grams or special
presentations
are received. Groups
requesting services range from scouting groups
to school and community groups.

The CAA is a member society of the
Astronomical League and NASA’s Night
Sky Network.

A Unique Opportunity In 2003, The University of
lowa, in collaboration with the Ul Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy, donated a rare, valuable, research-
grade Boller & Chivens telescope to the Cedar Amateur
Astronomers. This remarkable 24-inch Cassegrain
telescope, built in 1963, was originally installed at The
University’s Hills
Observatory lo-
cated between the
communities of
Hills and Riverside
where it served
as their primary
teaching and
research optical
telescope until the
early 1990s.

Charter

The CAA promotes astronomy
and related sciences through
educational programs, presenta-
tions, guided observing sessions
and special programs made avail-
able to community organizations,
scouting troops, church groups,
schools, colleges, universities and

the general public.

Meetings

Public Nights

The Cedar Amateur Astronomers
host public nights at the EIOLC
each month which include
astronomy-related educational
programs, observing sessions, and
supervised access to permanently
mounted telescopes, including
the centerpiece 24-inch Boller &
Chivens telescope.

In addition to observing sessions at Palisades-Dows

Observatory, the CAA meets at 7 p.m. on the first

Thursday of each month at the St. Luke’s Hospital

Resource Center, located at “A” Avenue and 11th

Street NE in Cedar Rapids just east of the hospital. These meetings
usually begin with a program followed by a business meeting and the

public is welcome to attend.

Telescopes

* The 24-inch Boller & Chivens
Cassegrain telescope donated
by the UI Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy

* A 16-inch Meade 1.X200
Schmidt Cassegrain telescope
operated as a “robotic” telescope

* A 16-inch Celestron Schmidt
Cassegrain telescope donated
by the UI Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy

* A 6-inch refracting telescope

* Two 40-mm Coronado PST
Solar H-Alpha telescope.

* A 90-mm H-Alpha Solar
telescope

* Several Dobsonian Telescopes
(8-,12.5- and 17.5-inch)

* Various smaller telescopes



